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curious either in the original of nations, or the affinities of languages, to be further informed of the revolution of a people so ancient, and once so illustrious.
'What relation there is between the Welch and Irish language, or between the language of Ireland and that of Biscay, deserves enquiry. Of these provincial and unextended tongues, it seldom happens that more than one are understood by any one man; and, therefore, it seldom happens that a fair comparison can be made. I hope you will continue to cultivate this kind of learning, which has too long lain neglected, and which, if it be suffered to remain in oblivion for another century, may, perhaps, never be retrieved. As I wish well to all useful undertakings, I would not forbear to let you know how much you deserve in my opinion, from all lovers of study, and how much pleasure your work has given to, Sir,
' Your most obliged,
' And most humble servant,
'SAM. JOHNSON,' 'London, April 9, 1757.'
'To THE REVEREND MR. THOMAS WARTON.
' DEAR Sm,
' Dr. Marsili1 of Padua, a learned gentleman, and good Latin poet, has a mind to see Oxford. I have given him a letter to Dr. Huddes-ford2, and shall be glad if you will introduce him, and shew him any thing in Oxford.
' I am, printing my new edition of Shakspeare.
' I long to see you all, but cannot conveniently come yet. You might write to me now and then, if you were good for any thing. But honores mutant mores. Professors forget their friends3. I shall certainly complain to Miss Jones4. I am,
'Your, &c.
'SAM. JOHNSON.'' '[London,] June 21, 1757.'
' Please to make my compliments to Mr. Wise.'
turcd to say that the first professors     an Italian physician, whose seizure
of Oxford,   Paris,  &c.,  were   Irish.     was more violent than Mr. Thrale's,
" Sir,"   says   Johnson,   " I   believe     for he fell  down  helpless,  but his
there is something in what you say,     case was not considered as of much
and I am content with it, since they     danger, and he went safe home, and
are not Scotch." '                                   is now a professor at Padua.' Piozzi
1 On Mr. Thrale's attack of apoplexy     Letters, ii. 48.
in   1779,   Johnson   wrote   to   Mrs.        a 'Now, or late, Vice-Chancellor.1
Thrale ;—' I remember Dr. Marsigli,     WARTON. — BOSWELL.     He   was
:                                                       •                                 Mr, Burneyiliary to, the study of Irish antiquities or Irish history; and that they shall give yearly two liberal premiums for two compositions, one in verse, and the other in prose, in the Irish language.' BOSWKLL.
